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Protest Decision 

Matter of: Climate Control Systems of Greenwood, Inc. 

File No.: 2023-011 

Posting Date: March 15, 2023 

Contracting Entity: South Carolina Department of Administration 

Project No.: D50-6054-FW-B 

Description: South Carolina Commission for the Blind – Buildings B, C, & D – 
Replace HVAC Units and Light Fixtures 

DIGEST 

Protest of Notice of Prequalification on grounds that the Department of Administration (the 
Department) erred by considering a poor reference and failing to consider a bid bond in lieu of a letter 
from surety and insurer denied where the Department had a right to rely on the reference; and even if 
protestant had, based on the bid bond, been given the highest possible score for that criteria, 
protestant’s ranking would not have changed.   

AUTHORITY 

Per S.C. Code Ann. § 11-35-4210, the Chief Procurement Officer for Construction (CPOC) conducted 
an administrative review of a protest filed by Climate Control Systems of Greenwood, Inc. (CCS) 
protesting the Department’s decision not to prequalify CCS to submit a bid on a project to replace 
HVAC Units and light fixtures in Buildings B, C, and D at the Commission for the Blind (the Project). 
CCS’s protest is attached as Exhibit A.1 This decision is based on materials in the procurement file and 
applicable law and precedents. 

 
1 The CPOC has included CCS’s Statement of Qualifications and bid bond in Exhibit A. These are two documents CCS 
referenced in its protest but did not include as attachments. 
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BACKGROUND 

The following are facts relevant to this protest: 

• On February 1, 2023, the Department published an invitation for construction prequalification 
for the Project. On February 3, 2023, revised and published a new invitation. [Exhibit B] 

• By the deadline for receipt of statements of qualifications and supporting documentation, the 
Department received five statements including a statement of qualification from CCS. [Exhibit 
C]  

• On February 23, 2023, the Department evaluated the five statements of qualifications with 
accompanying documentation and ranked the five contractors from most qualified to least 
qualified. The Department ranked CCS number four out of the five contractors. [Exhibit D]  

• On February 23, 2023, the Department posted a Notice of Prequalification of Contractors listing 
the three highest ranked offerors. [Exhibit E]  

• On March 6, 2023, CCS protested the Department’s decision not to include it in the list of 
contractors prequalified bid on the Project. 

DISCUSSION 

The Department conducted prequalification on the Project per S.C. Code Ann. §11-35-3023, which 
states: 

In accordance with this section, the applicable section of Article 5, and procedures 
published by the State Engineer, a governmental body may limit participation in a 
solicitation for construction to only those businesses, including potential subcontractors, 
that are prequalified. 

The applicable section of Article 5 states: 

(a) Before soliciting bids, the procurement officer, may issue a request for qualifications 
from prospective bidders. The request must contain, at a minimum, a description of the 
scope of work to be solicited by the invitation for bids, the deadline for submission of 
information, and how prospective bidders may apply for consideration. The request must 
require information concerning the prospective bidders' product specifications, 
qualifications, experience, and ability to perform the requirements of the contract. 
Adequate public notice of the request for qualifications must be given in the manner 
provided in Section 11-35-1520(3). 
 
(b) After receipt of the responses to the request for qualifications from prospective 
bidders, the rank of the prospective bidders must be determined in writing from most 
qualified to least qualified on the basis of the information provided. Bids then must be 
solicited from at least the top two prospective bidders by means of an invitation for bids. 
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The determination regarding how many bids to solicit is not subject to review under 
Article 17.2 
S.C. Code Ann. §11-35-1520(11) [emphasis supplied] 

An agency’s ranking determination pursuant to the prequalification process is final unless “clearly 
erroneous, arbitrary, capricious, or contrary to law.” S.C. Code Ann. §11-35-2410(A). As the protestant, 
CCS has the burden of proving upon a preponderance of the evidence that the Department’s 
prequalification ranking is “clearly erroneous, arbitrary, capricious, or contrary to law.” In Re: Protest 
of Nalco Company, Panel Case No. 2004-7.  

In this case, the Department chose to select the three highest-ranked contractors to bid the project. CCS 
contacted the Department to find out why it was not chosen to submit a bid. According to CCS, the 
Department told CCS that it was “denied prequalification” for two (2) reasons:  

(1) it failed to provide written statements from its insurance and bonding agent regarding 
its ability to provide insurance and bonding for the amounts required by the Project, and 
(2) it has a “harmful reference” on file.  

Respecting the first issue, CCS argues that it supplied a bid bond that the Department should 
have considered. CCS correctly argues that a bid bond indicates that the surety will provide the 
principal with a performance and payment bond. In the usual course, a bid bond is provided with 
an actual bid in response to a request for bid. In this case, there is neither a request for bid nor a 
bid. The bid bond amount is a percentage of the bid amount, but there is no bid and no bid 
amount. Therefore, it is not clear to the CPOC that in this case, the supplied bid bond indicates 
an ability to obtain bonds for this Project. Even assuming it does, the bid bond does not address 
the requirement for a letter from CCS’s insurance agent “indicating the Contractor’s capability of 
providing the contract-required amount of insurance.” Exhibit C, Part C(1).  

Even if the Department gave credit to CCS for the bid bond, it would not change the result. The 
evaluation sheets show that each evaluator assigned CCS a score of zero out of a possible 10 
points for the criteria “Financial Information Regarding the Ability to Provide Required Bonding 
and Insurance.” As illustrated by the below tables, even if each evaluator had given CCS a 
perfect score of 10 for this factor, CCS would still be ranked four of five.  

Actual Prequalification Raw Scores  
Evaluators Contractors 

  
Walker White, 
Inc. 

Cullum 
Services, Inc. 

McCarter 
Mechanical, Inc.  

Climate 
Control 
Systems 

J.M. Cope, 
Inc. 

Outen 70 57 49 42 29 
Purini 77 76 66 59 39 
Toral 68 64 69 50 32 

Total 215 197 184 151 100 

 
2 The Department’s decision to solicit bids from only the three highest ranked contractors cannot be protested. 
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Prequalification Raw Scores Adjusted to Assign CCS Perfect Score of 10 for Bonding & Insurance 
Evaluators Contractors 

  
Walker White, 
Inc. 

Cullum 
Services, Inc. 

McCarter 
Mechanical, Inc.  

Climate 
Control 
Systems 

J.M. Cope, 
Inc. 

Outen 70 57 49 52 29 
Purini 77 76 66 69 39 
Toral 68 64 69 60 32 

Total 215 197 184 181 100 
 

Respecting the “harmful reference,” CCS first argues that the Department should have given 
CCS the “opportunity to address the claim [reference]” before considering it in the Department’s 
evaluation. However, there is no such requirement in the Consolidate Procurement Code and 
CCS does allege a violation of any other state law.  

CCS next speculates that the harmful reference came from Clemson University and derives from 
“a minor dispute related to work performed by CCS Builders and outstanding payments owed on 
a project in Kershaw County.”3 CCS observes that CCS Builders is a separate company, though 
one with overlapping ownership with CCS. CCS argues that the Department should not have 
considered a negative reference for CCS Builders when evaluating CCS.  

According to the information on file with the Contractor’s Licensing Board, Jeff Scott is the 
President/Owner of both CCS and CCS Builders. [Exhibit F] Jeff Scott is the primary qualifying 
party for CCS’s Heating, Air Conditioning, Electrical, and Plumbing Licenses.4 [Id.] Moreover, 
Jeff Scott is the primary qualifying party for CSS Builder’s BD license. [Id.] Under the 
Contractor’s Licensing Laws, a qualifying party is “an individual who has been issued a 
certificate to qualify an entity for a license.” S.C. Code Ann. § 40-11-20(20). However, the 
primary qualifying party is not only “an individual who has been issued a certificate to qualify an 
entity for a license,” but the individual designated by the licensee “as the principal individual 
responsible for directing or reviewing work performed by the licensee.” S.C. Code Ann. § 40-11-
20(18). A primary qualifying party must be “an employee in a responsible management 
position.” S.C. Code Ann. § 40-11-240(A)(6). As the President/Owner and primary qualifying 
party for both CCS and CCS Builders, Jeff Scott is necessarily intimately involved in the 
management and direction of the work of both companies. Therefore, a reference regarding one 
company is relevant to the other. 

 
3 CCS Builders previously filed a contract controversy with the CPOC on this matter. Legal counsel for the parties are 
currently discussing the matter between themselves, and the CPOC has no opinion as to the merits of the matter. 
4 The Contractor’s Licensing Board documentation uses both Jeff Scott and Jeffery Scott. For purposes of this decision, the 
CPOC assumes Jeff Scott and Jeffery Scott are the same person. This assumption is supported by a listing of CCS’s team 
found on its website. However, even if they are two different individuals, the results of this decision would be the same. 
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The “Contractor’s Statement of Qualifications & Questionnaire,” which interested contractors 
were required to fill out and submit to the Department for consideration, recognizes that 
overlapping ownership can be relevant to an evaluation of qualifications. For this reason, Part 
IIIA(2) asks the following: 

In the last five (5) years, has the organization, parent organization, any subsidiary 
business, or any business with which any of the organization's owners, officers, 
partners, or qualifying parties were associated, been debarred, disqualified, removed, 
or otherwise prevented from bidding on, completing, or contracting to perform any 
government agency or public works project for any reason? "Associated with" refers to 
another construction organization in which an owner, partner or officer of the 
organization held a similar position. 

Accepting CSS’s speculation of the source of the “harmful reference,” and based on the 
foregoing, the CPOC finds it was not “clearly erroneous, arbitrary, capricious, or contrary to 
law” for the Department to consider a reference regarding the performance of CCS Builders in 
evaluating CCS.  

DECISION 

Based on the foregoing, the CPOC denies CCS’s protest. 

 

  

 John St. C. White, PE 
Chief Procurement Officer for Construction 
 

Columbia, South Carolina 



 
 

STATEMENT OF RIGHT TO FURTHER ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 
Protest Appeal Notice (Revised July 2022) 

 
The South Carolina Procurement Code, in Section 11-35-4210, subsection 6, states: 
 

(6) Finality of Decision. A decision pursuant to subsection (4) is final and conclusive, 
unless fraudulent or unless a person adversely affected by the decision requests a 
further administrative review by the Procurement Review Panel pursuant to Section 
11-35-4410(1) within ten days of posting of the decision in accordance with subsection 
(5). The request for review must be directed to the appropriate chief procurement 
officer, who shall forward the request to the panel or to the Procurement Review Panel, 
and must be in writing, setting forth the reasons for disagreement with the decision of 
the appropriate chief procurement officer. The person also may request a hearing before 
the Procurement Review Panel. The appropriate chief procurement officer and an 
affected governmental body shall have the opportunity to participate fully in a later 
review or appeal, administrative or judicial. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Copies of the Panel's decisions and other additional information regarding the protest process is 
available on the internet at the following web site: http://procurement.sc.gov 
 
FILING FEE: Pursuant to Proviso 111.1 of the 2022 General Appropriations Act, "[r]equests for 
administrative review before the South Carolina Procurement Review Panel shall be accompanied by 
a filing fee of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00), payable to the SC Procurement Review Panel. 
The panel is authorized to charge the party requesting an administrative review under the South 
Carolina Code Sections 11-35-4210(6), 11-35-4220(5), 11-35-4230(6) and/or 11-35-
4410…Withdrawal of an appeal will result in the filing fee being forfeited to the panel. If a party 
desiring to file an appeal is unable to pay the filing fee because of financial hardship, the party shall 
submit a completed Request for Filing Fee Waiver form at the same time the request for review is filed. 
[The Request for Filing Fee Waiver form is attached to this Decision.] If the filing fee is not waived, the 
party must pay the filing fee within fifteen days of the date of receipt of the order denying waiver of 
the filing fee. Requests for administrative review will not be accepted unless accompanied by the filing 
fee or a completed Request for Filing Fee Waiver form at the time of filing." PLEASE MAKE YOUR 
CHECK PAYABLE TO THE "SC PROCUREMENT REVIEW PANEL." 
 
LEGAL REPRESENTATION: In order to prosecute an appeal before the Panel, business entities 
organized and registered as corporations, limited liability companies, and limited partnerships must be 
represented by a lawyer. Failure to obtain counsel will result in dismissal of your appeal. Protest of 
Lighting Services, Case No. 2002-10 (Proc. Rev. Panel Nov. 6, 2002) and Protest of The Kardon 
Corporation, Case No. 2002-13 (Proc. Rev. Panel Jan. 31, 2003); and Protest of PC&C Enterprises, 
LLC, Case No. 2012-1 (Proc. Rev. Panel April 2, 2012). However, individuals and those operating as 
an individual doing business under a trade name may proceed without counsel, if desired. 



 
 

South Carolina Procurement Review Panel 
Request for Filing Fee Waiver 

1205 Pendleton Street, Suite 367, Columbia, SC 29201 
 
__________________________   ______________________________ 
Name of Requestor     Address 
 
_______________________________  ____________________________________ 
City  State  Zip   Business Phone 
 
 
1. What is your/your company’s monthly income? ______________________________ 
 
2. What are your/your company’s monthly expenses? ______________________________ 
 
3. List any other circumstances which you think affect your/your company’s ability to pay the filing fee:  

 
 
 

 
To the best of my knowledge, the information above is true and accurate. I have made no attempt to 
misrepresent my/my company’s financial condition. I hereby request that the filing fee for requesting 
administrative review be waived. 
 
Sworn to before me this 
_______ day of _______________, 20_______ 
 
______________________________________  ______________________________ 
Notary Public of South Carolina    Requestor/Appellant 
 
My Commission expires: ______________________ 
 
 
For official use only: ________ Fee Waived ________ Waiver Denied 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Chairman or Vice Chairman, SC Procurement Review Panel 
 
This _____ day of ________________, 20_______ 
Columbia, South Carolina 

 
NOTE: If your filing fee request is denied, you will be expected to pay the filing fee within fifteen (15) 
days of the date of receipt of the order denying the waiver. 
 

 

 



115 Reynolds Park Dr 
   Greenwood, SC 29646 

      864.229.1409 
  www.climategreenwood.com 

March 6, 2023 

VIA EMAIL (protest-ose@mmo.sc.gov) 
John White, P.E.  
Chief Procurement Officer for Construction 
Office of State Engineer 
1201 Main Street, Suite 600 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 

Re: Aggrieved Contractor: Climate Control Systems 
Mechanical Contractor, License No. 95990 

Agency: Dept. of Administration – Div. of Fac. Mngmt. and Prop. Serv. 
Project Name:  SCCB – Buildings B, C, & D – Replace HVAC Units  
Project Number: D50-6054-FW-B 

PROTEST: SE-170 Notice of Prequalification of Contractors – DBB 
Posting Date: 02/23/2023 
Selection Date: 02/23/2023 

PROTEST BY CLIMATE CONTROL SYSTEMS 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to S.C. Code § 11-35-4210, please accept this letter as Climate Control Systems’ formal protest 
of the Prequalification of Contractors for the above-referenced Project.  

Climate Control Systems has standing to file this Protest as it is an aggrieved party with respect to the 
prequalification of contractors for the Project. Climate Control Systems timely submitted its “Contractor’s 
Statement of Qualifications & Questionnaire” on February 21, 2023. (See Completed Statement attached 
as Exhibit A). On February 23, 2023, the Agency posted Form SE-170 Notice of Prequalification of 
Contractors, and Climate Control Systems was not listed as a prequalified contractor. Consequently, 
Climate Control Systems will not have an opportunity to bid Project No. D50-6054-FW-B.  

Basis of Denial 

Upon receiving notice that it was not a prequalified contractor for the Project, Climate Control Systems 
immediately contacted the Agency Project Coordinator, Alfredo Toral. Mr. Toral informed Climate Control 
Services that it was denied prequalification for two (2) reasons: (1) it failed to provide written statements 
from its insurance and bonding agent regarding its ability to provide insurance and bonding for the amounts 
required by the Project, and (2)  it has a “harmful reference” on file. Though we understand that the Agency 
maintains discretion to deny prequalification, it is of note that the denial of Climate Control Systems’ 
prequalification is not based on any of the reasons stated in Section C of the Contractor Questionnaire. 

Exhibit A

mailto:protest-ose@mmo.sc.gov
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Additionally, as explained below, we believe the purported reasons for denial are unsupported, improper, 
arbitrary and capricious.  
 

Climate Control Sytstems’ Response 
 

Insurance and Bonding Statement 
 
Regarding the written statement of insurance and bonding, Climate Control Systems submitted the actual 
bid bond instead of a letter from our insurance provider.  Although not in letter form, an actual bid bond is 
concrete evidence of our ability to provide the project owner the required assurances. Climate Control 
Systems has a long history of completing successful projects—of all sizes, values and complexities—for 
the State of South Carolina and its governmental agencies. Insurance and bonding has never been an issue 
for Climate Control Systems.  
 

Harmful Reference 
 
Regarding the “harmful reference,” again, Climate Control Systems has performed and completed 
numerous successful projects for the State of South Carolina and the Department of Administration.  After 
30 years in business, I am not aware of any complaints or issues with our job performance.  So, it is quite 
surprising to hear about an alleged “harmful reference.” However, more concerning, is the Selection 
Committee’s reliance on the harmful reference to exclude Climate Control Systems from bidding on the 
Project, without at least providing Climate Control Systems with an opportunity to address the claim. 
 
Without knowing the source of the “harmful reference,” we are only left to speculate as to what it could be.  
Of note, a separate entity, CCS Builders, which has some overlapping ownership with Climate Control 
Systems, is currently involved in negotiations with Clemson University (John McEntire is the “Owner’s 
Senior Representative - Director of Capital Projects) over a minor dispute related to work performed by 
CCS Builders and outstanding payments owed on a project in Kershaw County. Legal counsel for CCS 
Builders and Clemson University are actively discussing the merits of the claims and the potential for a 
resolution of all issues. This is an isolated (first and only time) issue for CCS Builders.  Moreover, CCS 
Builders is a separate and distinct corporate entity from Climate Control Systems. Climate Control Systems’ 
reputation and standing should not be negatively impacted by the alleged failures of CCS Builders. 
 
If the CCS Builders’ dispute is the origin of the alleged harmful reference, we submit that the Selection 
Committee’s reliance on a negative reference, from a project involving a completely separate and distinct 
entity, to exclude Climate Control Systems is wholly improper and arbitrary and capricious.   
 

Conclusion  
 
As stated, Climate Control Systems maintains a great reputation in the industry and has successfully 
performed and completed numerous projects for the State of South Carolina and, in particular, the SC 
Department of Administration.  Further, all qualifications of the questionnaire have been met.   
  
Climate Control Systems has a longstanding track record of being a recognized, responsible and competitive 
bidder.  Climate Control Systems has successfully completed all State and other projects on time (zero 
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instances of  LD’s) without complaint.  The decision by the Selection Committee appears to lack merit or 
a sound basis.  In other words, we submit that such decision was arbitrary and capricious.   
 
Also, we feel the decision to exclude us from this bid is a possible disservice to the responsible stewardship 
of the State’s funds and to the taxpayers of the State of South Carolina, as Climate Control Systems may 
provide the most cost efficient bid and best project management for the Project.   
 
As such, Climate Control Systems respectfully requests that it be instated as a qualified bidder for Project 
No. D50-6054-FW-B. 
 
Thank you in advance for this consideration.  And, please do not hesitate to call me at 864-993-0788 or 
email me at jeff@climategreenwood.com with any comments or questions.   
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Jeff Scott 
 
  
 

mailto:jeff@climategreenwood.com
























2023 Edition 

SE-110 

SE-110 
INVITATION FOR CONSTRUCTION PREQUALIFICATION 

AGENCY: Department of Administration - Division of Facilities Management and Property Services 
PROJECT NAME: PREQUALIFICATION for SCCB - Buildings B, C, & D - Replace HVAC Units and Light Fixtures 
PROJECT NUMBER:  D50-6054-FW-B  CONSTRUCTION COST RANGE: $ 4,000,000 to $ 4,500,000 
PROJECT LOCATION: 1430 Confederate Ave., Columbia, SC 29201 
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT/SERVICES: New mechanical units and ceiling lighting for 3 of the 4 buildings on campus. 
New ductwork and ceilings. Sound barrier wall in courtyard around new chiller. Minor structural modifications to support new 
mechanical units. 
SUBMITTAL DUE DATE:  2/20/23  TIME:  2:00 PM  NO. OF COPIES:  Printed: 0 Electronic:    1 
PROJECT DELIVERY METHOD:   Design-Bid-Build - PREQUALIFICATION 
AGENCY PROJECT COORDINATOR: Alfredo Toral 
EMAIL: alfredo.toral@admin.sc.gov TELEPHONE: (803) 730-2038 
DOCUMENTS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM: From Alfredo Toral: alfredo.toral@admin.sc.gov 

• To be considered for Prequalification, a Contractor will be required to contact the Agency Project Coordinator and obtain a Contractor’s
Statement of Qualifications & Questionnaire.  The Contractor will review the Criteria listed in the form and verify it can meet or exceed the
Criteria.  The Contractor will complete the form, provide any additional documentation required by the Criteria, and submit it to the Agency
at the address noted below by the submittal due date and time noted above.

• PUBLIC NOTICES:  All notices (Meetings; Prequalification) shall be posted at the following location:   915 Main Street, Columbia, SC
29201, 2nd Floor Bulletin Board.

• LICENSURE:  To be considered for selection, persons or firms must be properly licensed in accordance with the requirements of Title 40
of the SC Code of Laws, as amended, at the time of qualification submission.

• To submit confidential information, see Appendix I, OSE Manual, https://procurement.sc.gov/manual.
• In accordance with the South Carolina Green Purchasing Initiative, submittals cannot exceed 20 double-sided pages, including covers, which 

must be soft – no hard notebooks.
• All written communications with parties submitting information will be via email.
• Agency will accept submittals via email above (PDF file no larger than 10MB): YES   NO   
• Any actual bidder, offeror, contractor or subcontractor who is aggrieved in connection with this solicitation or the intended award or award

of a contract under this solicitation may protest to the State Engineer in accordance with Section 11-35-4210 at: CPO, Office of State
Engineer, 1201 Main Street, Suite 600, Columbia, SC  29201.  EMAIL:  protest-ose@mmo.sc.gov

A/E NAME: GMK Associates, Inc. A/E CONTACT: Doug White 
EMAIL: dwhite@gmka.com TELEPHONE: (803) 255-0383 

NON-MANDATORY PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFERENCE: Yes  No  
CONFERENCE DATE:      TIME: 

CONFERENCE PLACE:      
SUBMITTAL DELIVERY ADDRESSES: 

HAND-DELIVERY:  MAIL SERVICE: 
Attn: Alfredo Toral Attn: Alfredo Toral 
921 Main Street 921 Main Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 Columbia, SC 29201 

APPROVED BY: DATE:  2/1/2023 
(OSE Project Manager) 

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE AGENCY: 
1. Submit a copy of the completed SE-110 to the OSE Project Manager in Word format. 
2. OSE Project Manager will review and send approved copy to SCBO and the Agency.

Exhibit B

https://procurement.sc.gov/manual
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SE-110
INVITATION FOR CONSTRUCTION PREQUALIFICATION

AGENCY: Department of Administration - Division of Facilities Management and Property Services
PROJECT NAME: PREQUALIFICATION for SCCB - Buildings B, C, & D - Replace HVAC Units and Light Fixtures
PROJECT NUMBER: D50-6054-FW-B CONSTRUCTION COST RANGE: $4,000,000 to $4,500,000
PROJECT LOCATION: 1430 Confederate Ave., Columbia, SC 29201
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT/SERVICES: (450 character limit)
New mechanical units and ceiling lighting for 3 of the 4 buildings on campus. New ductwork and ceilings. Sound barrier
wall in courtyard around new chiller. Minor structural modifications to support new mechanical units.

SUBMITTAL DUE DATE: 02/21/2023 TIME: 11:00 AM NO. OF COPIES: Printed: 0 Electronic: 1
PROJECT DELIVERY METHOD: Design-Bid-Build  PREQUALIFICATION
AGENCY PROJECT COORDINATOR: Alfredo Toral
EMAIL: alfredo.toral@admin.sc.gov TELEPHONE: (803) 730-2038
DOCUMENTS OBTAINED FROM: From Alfredo Toral: alfredo.toral@admin.sc.gov

To be considered for Prequalification, a Contractor will be required to contact the Agency Project Coordinator and obtain
a Contractor's Statement of Qualifications & Questionaire. The Contractor will review the Criteria listed in the form and
verify if can meet or exceed the Criteria. The Contractor will complete the form, provide any additional documentation
required by the Criteria, and submit it to the Agency at the address noted below by the submittal due date and time noted
above.
PUBLIC NOTICES:  All notices (Meetings; Prequalification) shall be posted at the following location: 
915 Main Street, Columbia, SC 29201, 2nd Floor Bulletin Board.

LICENSURE:   To be considered for selection, persons or firms must be properly licensed in accordance with the
requirements of Title 40 of the SC Code of Laws, as amended at the time of qualification submission.
To submit confidential information, see Appendix I, OSE Manual, https://procurement.sc.gov/manual.
In accordance with the South Carolina Green Purchasing Initiative, submittals cannot exceed 20 double-sided pages,
including covers, which must be soft-no hard notebooks.
All written communication with parties submitting information will be via email.

Agency will accept submittals via email above (PDF file no larger than 10MB):           Yes No
Any actual bidder, offeror, contractor or subcontractor who is aggrieved in connection with this solicitation or the intended
award or award of a contract under this solicitation may protest to the State Engineer in accordance with SC Code § 11-
35-4210 at: CPO, Office of State Engineer, 1201 Main Street, Suite 600, Columbia, SC 29201 email: protest-
ose@mmo.sc.gov.

A/E NAME: GMK Associates, Inc. A/E CONTACT: Doug White
EMAIL: dwhite@gmka.com TELEPHONE: (803) 255-0383

NON-MANDATORY PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFERENCE:  Yes No
CONFERENCE DATE: TIME:

CONFERENCE PLACE:
SUBMITTAL DELIVERY ADDRESSES:

HAND-DELIVERY: MAIL SERVICE:
Attn: Alfredo Toral Attn: Alfredo Toral
921 Main Street 921 Main Street
Columbia, SC 29201 Columbia, SC 29201

APPROVED BY: DATE: 02/03/2023

(OSE PROJECT MANAGER)

READVERTISED

-Revised

mailto:alfredo.toral@admin.sc.gov
https://procurement.sc.gov/manual
mailto:protest-ose@mmo.sc.gov
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South Carolina Department of Administration  Ph: 803.734.8120 
1200 Senate Street, Suite 460 Columbia, SC 29201 www.admin.sc.gov 
Post Office Box 2825, Columbia, SC 29211    

 

 
February 2, 2023         VIA E-MAIL 
 
 
RE: D50-6054-FW-B, SCCB Bldgs. B, C, & D – Replace HVAC Units & Light Fixtures 
 (Criteria) 
 
Thank you for showing interest in the prequalification of the SCCB Buildings B, C & D – 
Replace HVAC Units and Light Fixtures project under state project number D50-6054-
FW-B.  Per the OSE project manual at least two (2) responsive and responsible firms will 
be prequalified for bidding.   
 
Per SC Code § 40-11-340, It is estimated that the cost of the work falling under the 
licensure MC-HT and MC-AC will exceed fifty one percent (51%) of the bidding 
contractors project costs.  It is estimated that the cost of the work falling under licensure 
GC-BD will be less than forty percent (40%) of the bidding contractor’s total cost.  It is the 
responsibility of each respondent to this solicitation to only bid on projects that are within 
their licensure. 
 
Reviews of qualifications submissions will begin February 21st, 2023 and ends February 
23rd, 2023.  
 
Evaluations will be based solely on the criteria set forth in the Manual for Planning and 
Execution of State Permanent Improvements, which are:  

A. Past Performance/Recent Construction Projects Completed; 
B. Ability of Proposed Project Personnel; 
C. Financial Information Regarding the Ability to Provide Required Bonding and 

Insurance; 
D. Location of Proposed Office in Relation to the Project Area; 
E. General Project Experience; 
F. Experience with State Contracts Awarded 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at Alfredo.Toral@admin.sc.gov or 803-734-
0176 or 803-730-2038. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.admin.sc.gov/
mailto:Alfredo.Toral@admin.sc.gov


Henry McMaster, Governor  
Marcia S. Adams, Executive Director 
 
DIVISION of Facilities Management 
and Property Services 
Ashlie Lancaster, Director 
1200 Senate Street, Sixth Floor 
Columbia, SC 29201 
803.737.3880 
803.737.0592 Fax 

 
 
 

South Carolina Department of Administration  Ph: 803.734.8120 
1200 Senate Street, Suite 460 Columbia, SC 29201 www.admin.sc.gov 
Post Office Box 2825, Columbia, SC 29211    

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Alfredo Toral 
Project Manager 
SC Dept. of Administration - Division of Facilities Management and Property Services 
 
Attachments: Contractor’s Statement of Qualifications 

http://www.admin.sc.gov/
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SE-170
NOTICE OF PREQUALIFICATION OF CONTRACTORS - DESIGN-BID-BUILD

AGENCY: Department of Administration - Division of Facilities Management and Property Services
PROJECT NAME: SCCB - Buildings B, C, & D - Replace HVAC Units and Light Fixtures
PROJECT NUMBER: D50-6054-FW-B

POSTING DATE: 02/23/2023

Notice is hereby given that the Agency Selection Committee has, in accordance with the requirements of SC Code § 11-
35-3023, the Manual for Planning and Execution of State Permanent Improvement Projects, and the solicitation
documents, reviewed the qualifications of interested contractors and determined that the contractors listed below are
qualified to bid on this project.

PREQUALIFIED CONTRACTORS
1. Walker White, Inc.

2. Cullum Services, Inc.

3. McCarter Mechanical, Inc.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

DATE SELECTION WAS MADE: 02/23/2023
REMARKS: (If "Prequalification Cancelled" is entered above, indicate the reason.)

N/A

RIGHT TO PROTEST (SC Code § 11-35-4210)

A prospective bidder, offeror, contractor, or subcontractor who is aggrieved in connection with this solicitation may be
entitled to protest. A protest must be submitted to the appropriate Chief Procurement Officer within fifteen (15) days
from the date of issuance of the solicitation documents, or an amendment to it, if the amendment is at issue. Days are
calculated as provided in Section 11-35-310(13). Protests must be in writing and must be received by the appropriate
Chief Procurement Officer within the time provided. 

PROTEST - CPO ADDRESS - OSE: Any protest must be addressed to the Chief Procurement Officer for
Construction, Office of State Engineer, and submitted in writing (a) by email to: protest-ose@mmo.sc.gov, or (b) by
post or delivery to 1201 Main Street, Suite 600, Columbia, SC 29201. By submitting a protest to the foregoing email
address, you (and any person acting on your behalf) consent to receive communications regarding your protest (and any
related protests) at the email address from which you sent your protest.

BY: Dan Purini TITLE: Mgr. of Const. & Plng. Sv DATE: 02/23/2023

ACKNOWLEDGED BY OSE PROJECT MANAGER: Fred Walker DATE: 02/23/2023

Exhibit E

mailto:protest-ose@mmo.sc.gov


3/7/23, 10:42 AM Contractors

https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=95990&cdi=698&bk=c414212c-730b-416b-af78-581cf3f85b40-d8ea0 1/1

Print this page  Board: Commercial Contractors

CLIMATE CONTROL SYSTEMS OF GREENWOOD INC
115 REYNOLDS PARK DRIVE
GREENWOOD, SC 29646
(864) 229-1409

License number: 95990
License type: MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR
Status: ACTIVE
Expiration: 10/31/2023
First Issuance Date: 01/01/1997
Classification:
Air Conditioning-AC5
Heating-HT5
Electrical-EL5
Plumbing-PB5
Packaged Equipment-PK5

Qualified By: Financial Statement
President / Owner: JEFF SCOTT

Click here for Classification definitions and licensee's contract dollar limit

Supervised By
HARRELL HYATT (CQM)
SCOTT JEFFREY (CQM)
DAPONT STEVEN (CQM)
HARRELL ELISHA (CQM)

File a Complaint against this licensee

Board Public Action History:
View Orders View Other License for this Person

No Orders Found

Exhibit F

https://llr.sc.gov/clb/PDFFiles/CLBClassificationAbbreviations.pdf
https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=25825&cdi=705&bk=c44675fb-9c6d-42c3-b922-25cf06300bf3-7a2bb
https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=7346&cdi=705&bk=05c74b8c-da83-4c87-bfe4-cbb9433a1554-7a2bb
https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=30969&cdi=1130&bk=329549a0-8e9e-41a2-96b7-db50de150e40-7a2bb
https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=31347&cdi=1130&bk=d5f81929-8f47-40cc-a321-ea637e4b4804-7a2bb
https://eservice.llr.sc.gov/Complaints/POL/LicenseeLookup/95990/698


3/14/23, 11:47 AM Contractors

https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=7346&cdi=705&bk=cd6e4d83-5acd-49c6-92c1-572c77846ed3-4b1e0 1/1

Print this page                 Board: Commercial Contractors

JEFFREY SCOTT

Qualifier Type: MECHANICAL Primary Qualifying Party
Status: ACTIVE
Classification: AC HT EL PB

Click here for Classification definitions and licensee's contract dollar limit

File a Complaint against this licensee

Board Public Action History:
View Orders        View Other License for this Person

No Orders Found

https://llr.sc.gov/clb/PDFFiles/CLBClassificationAbbreviations.pdf
https://eservice.llr.sc.gov/Complaints/POL/LicenseeLookup/7346/705


3/14/23, 11:45 AM Contractors

https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=111692&cdi=697&bk=bbbdc308-cdbb-4d02-ba8d-c59b95ce77c0-605f5 1/1

Print this page                 Board: Commercial Contractors

CCS BUILDERS INC
115 REYNOLDS PARK DRIVE
GREENWOOD, SC 29646
(864) 229-1409

License number: 111692
License type: GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Status: ACTIVE
Expiration: 10/31/2024
First Issuance Date: 07/01/2005
Classification:
Building-BD4

Qualified By: Financial Statement
President / Owner: JEFF SCOTT

Click here for Classification definitions and licensee's contract dollar limit

Supervised By
SCOTT JEFFREY (CQG)

File a Complaint against this licensee

Board Public Action History:
View Orders        View Other License for this Person

No Orders Found

https://llr.sc.gov/clb/PDFFiles/CLBClassificationAbbreviations.pdf
https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=7346&cdi=701&bk=a1fe7263-6bc9-4677-b3f8-34ee9ef7f760-60648
https://eservice.llr.sc.gov/Complaints/POL/LicenseeLookup/111692/697


3/14/23, 11:46 AM Contractors

https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=7346&cdi=701&bk=a1fe7263-6bc9-4677-b3f8-34ee9ef7f760-a6185 1/1

Print this page                 Board: Commercial Contractors

JEFFREY SCOTT

Qualifier Type: GENERAL Primary Qualifying Party
Status: ACTIVE
Classification: UB

Click here for Classification definitions and licensee's contract dollar limit

Supervises
CCS BUILDERS INC - (CLG)

File a Complaint against this licensee

Board Public Action History:
View Orders        View Other License for this Person

No Orders Found

https://llr.sc.gov/clb/PDFFiles/CLBClassificationAbbreviations.pdf
https://verify.llronline.com/LicLookup/Contractors/Contractor2.aspx?LicNum=111692&cdi=697&bk=bbbdc308-cdbb-4d02-ba8d-c59b95ce77c0-31c5c
https://eservice.llr.sc.gov/Complaints/POL/LicenseeLookup/7346/701
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